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Planning

Select a picture or make a drawing of what you would 
like to depict. Take your picture and draw it out. Trace 
it if you are unsure of your drawing skills. Simplify it as 
much as you can while still getting the results you want.  
Simplification is the key. Photographs have way too much 
detail for this work. I used a photograph of South Falls in 
Silver Creek State Park, OR.   

Decorating

This is most easily done freehand.  If you are not 
comfortable with that, place you're simplified drawing  
over the place where you would like the picture and prick  
it out with a pin, but nothing has to be particularly exact  
in this technique.  

In general, work from the background to the foreground.  
In this case, however, I chose to make the water in 
the pool at the bottom of the waterfall to facilitate the 
placement and spacing of the final picture.  

1. Roll out a small amount of dark blue-gray fondant.  
Cut, stretch and bend it into the desired shape. This 
doesn't have to be 
exact the edges will 
be covered by the 
other elements in 
the picture.  Attach 
it with a little water.  
Use your hands or a 
clay shaper to texture 
the water a little in 
a somewhat circular 
pattern to make 
it look like rough 
ripples as the waterfall 
splashes down into 
the pool.

Next comes placing the rocks behind the waterfall. 

An example of a picture you could choose. 
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6. Use a needle tool to make 
long, gentle strokes from top 
to bottom to make it look like 
flowing water. Take very tiny 
pieces of white fondant and 
place it around the base of the 
waterfall.  Texture it with the 
needle tool for the frothy and 
foamy water.    

7.  Take a ball of some tan 
and green marbled fondant, 
forming it into a mound. Place 
it at the bottom of the picture 
plane overlapping the rocks and 
the pool. This is the hill in the 
foreground. Take your needle tool 
and pull out bits of the fondant 
so it looks like a hill covered in 
foliage.

Then it is time to add the 
trees and bushes at the top 
the waterfall.  

8. The trees are formed by 
making a thin, elongated 
teardrop shape and 
flattening it out.  

9. Make tiny cuts with the cuticle scissors down each side 
of the tree leaving the center intact. The more cuts you can 
make the more tree-like it will appear.  

Bas Relief Landscape
2. Place ropes or shapes of 
fondant where you want more 
dimension underneath the 
rocks. Adhere with a little water. 
Push, pull and squish them into 
the desired shapes. Strive for 
imperfection here—just make 
sure it generally follows the 
contours in your picture.  

3.  Roll out some gray-green 
fondant and place it over the ropes, 
cutting away the excess. Use a clay 
shaper to gently work the fondant 
into the crevices and around the 
ropes underneath. Texture the 
rocks with the sea sponge or a very 
stiff paintbrush.  

4.  Add little bits of varying 
colors of green fondant to the 
rocks at the base of the waterfall 
to resemble moss.  Texture the 
moss by making tiny holes in 
the fondant with the needle tool 
and roughing it up a bit.     

5.  For the waterfall, take a piece 
of white fondant and roll it 
into a rope. Flatten it a bit with 
your hands and place it in the 
depression between the rock sides. 
It should reach all the way from 
the top of the rock wall to the pool 
at the bottom of the picture. Cut 
off any excess. Once it is shaped 
and located appropriately, use a 
little water to attach it to the scene.  (Continued on page 18)
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10. Once the cuts down each side are finished, use the 
needle tool to add some additional texture toward the 
center of the tree.  

11. Finish the tree by lightly dragging the needle tool 
down the center of the tree.  

12.  To make the bushes use a small oval of green fondant 
and use the cuticle scissors to make cuts all over, then 
attach to the cake with water.

Bas Relief Landscape
(Continued from page 9)

Finishing

To finish the scene brush a little super pearl luster dust 
here and there on the areas which might appear wet—the 
waterfall, the pool, and a tiny amount on some of the rocks 
around the pool.  Next, mix a tiny bit of blue color, with a 
tiny amount of black color and a small amount of vodka or 
lemon extract. Paint light, streaky lines down the waterfall 
and around the base of the waterfall to give it some 
dimension. Be sure to leave some parts of it still white—
particularly the sections which would be hit by the sun.  
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Correction:

The “Bas Relief Landscape” article in last month's 
newsletter was inadvertently attributed to the 
wrong person. The author of the article is  
Titia McLuckie, Scappoose, Oregon. We  
sincerely apologize for our error and wish to  
thank Titia for sharing her technique.
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